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Russian history for decades has tempted historians with Sonderweg explanations. 1 Only relatively recently has the anti-Sonderweg, normalizing trend in historiography come to dominate the fi eld. Th is major reconsideration of the Russian past as part of a European modernity that inspired scholars only a decade or two ago, today forms the background against which new historiographic battles unfold. One of them, and probably the most exciting, is evolving around diff erent visions of Russia as an imperial state and imperial society, which has provided space for the clash of Sonderweg explanations, structural approaches, and typologies (especially in the comparative history of empires) with a new postcolonial agenda in its application to the Russian imperial context. 
